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Acting upon the advice

of Allen Glendenning,
Great Bend, attorney for
the county’s insurance car-
rier, EMC Insurance, (the
attorney appointed for the
Smith County
Commissioners), and
County Attorney Allen
Shelton, the Smith County
Commissioners voted
unanimously Monday to
repeal immediately the
land moratorium they put
into effect June 12.

The moratorium was
imposed on changes in the
use of land lying three
miles outside the city lim-
its of the incorporated
cities in Smith County.

The same day a nine-
member zoning planning
commission was appointed
to develop a comprehen-
sive plan for the county
and, if approved by the
commissioners, and if
called for under the plan,
to develop zoning regula-
tions for the consideration
of the commissioners. 

The purpose of the
moratorium was an
attempt to preserve the sta-
tus quo while it could be
determined whether zon-
ing regulations could be
used to prevent the Global
Country of World Peace
(GCWP) from using land
it had purchased in rural
Smith County, for the pur-
poses announced by the

organization; that of estab-
lishing an educational
complex on the approxi-
mate 1100 acres of land
they purchased earlier this
year.

The resolution passed
Monday also stated that
“with the consent of the
commissioners, the county
attorney has instituted a
declaratory judgment in
the Smith County District
Court to have the court
declare the validity of the
moratorium, and the
GCWP has, through its
attorney, declared its inten-
tion to not only defend
said declaratory judgment
action, but also to file an
action seeking the recov-
ery of money damages and

attorney fees from Smith
County under federal civil
rights laws.

The resolution further
stated that the commis-
sioners have been advised
by Glendening, with the
concurrence of the county
attorney, that:

– GCWP could, for
example, file court chal-
lenges the county’s failure
to zone their land to allow
GCWP’s proposed use of
their land, failure to re-
zone to permit such use,
and/or refusal to granting a
zoning variance to permit
such use.

– That litigation, in
state or federal courts, or
both, would likely take
years to resolve.

– Damages and attor-
ney fees awarded to
GCWP could be in the
hundreds of thousands of
dollars and would be paid
by the county, not their
insurance carrier.

– Concerns regarding
GCWP’s water usage and
sewage treatment can be
addressed by the county
the state and/or federal
agencies having jurisdic-
tion over those issues.

– Zoning regulations
cannot be used to exclude

a use of land because of
the race, religion, national
origin, gender or beliefs of
the owner(s).

– Most importantly, in
the end, the county almost
certainly would not be
successful in preventing
GCWP from building in
Smith County.

NOT MUCH 
CHOICE
Following the repeal  of

the moratorium, Shelton
told the Pioneer  “I don’t 
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Kensington receives $3,850 grant

CITY OF KENSINGTON ACCEPTS SIREN GRANT-- David Barber, USDA Rural Development Specialist;
Terry Smith; JoAnne Rice; Mary Beach; Ken Ellenberger; Chuck Banks, USDA Rural Development State
Director; Bob Westbrook; Judy Bates and Leland Rahjes were all present at the Kensington City Council
meeting on Thursday, Sept. 28.  Chuck Banks and David Barber presented the City Council with a check
for a new early warning storm siren.

The city of Kensington
business leaders and mem-
bers of the Chamber of
Commerce joined USDA
Rural Development State
Director Chuck Banks
Friday, Sept. 29, in pre-
senting a ceremonial fund-
ing check of $3,850 to the
City of Kensington to pur-

chase and install a new
early warning storm siren,
benefiting over 500 resi-
dents.  Agency funds will
be leveraged with the
City’s contribution of
$7,150.  USDA’s funding
for the siren is being pro-
vided under the Agency’s
Community Facilities

Program. 
“This USDA program

is a tremendous tool to
assist rural communities in
developing new or enhanc-
ing existing facilities for
public safety, public serv-
ice and health care.  The
benefits of the program
through low interest rates

and longer than commer-
cially available loan terms
can significantly enhance
the viability of needed
community facility proj-
ects,” commented State
Director Chuck Banks dur-
ing the presentation. 

USDA Rural 
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Commissioners repeal 
moratorium for land use

Moratorium repeal to
be zoning meet topic

The main topic of business at the regular monthly
meeting of the Smith County Planning and Zoning
Commission board will be the reception repealing of the
moratorium for land use by the county commissioners
and how this will affect the future of planning and zoning
in Smith County.

The meeting will be held Thursday at 8:00 p.m. in the
courthouse and County Attorney Allen Shelton and Allen
Glendenning, attorney for the county’s insurance carrier,
EMC Insurance, will be on hand to answer questions and
concerns about the future of planning and zoning in the
county and why the commissioners repealed the morato-
rium on Monday.

It is the task of the nine-member commission to deter-
mine the feasibility of planning and zoning and report
back to the county commissioners. According to Cindy
Stones, secretary of the planning and zoning board, they
have been exploring the possibility of sharing with other
counties because the population base of Smith County is
not large. “The best way to sum up what we are doing is
that we are looking at a cooperative,” she told the Pioneer
Tuesday. She also said that the budget for 2007 for the
board has been set at a maximum of $17,000.

At this stage, it is not known if the issuing of the mora-
torium on Monday changed anything in regards to the
future of planning and zoning in the county. 

Pioneer wins 2006
advertising awards

The Smith County
Pioneer entered the annual
Kansas Press Association
advertising contest.  In
this contest all the news-
papers in the state of
Kansas compete in differ-
ent advertising catagories.  

In the nondaily news-
paper division, Linda
Baetz took two first place
awards and one second
place.  Andrea Wilkinsen
received a third place
award.

In the health care cate-
gory, Baetz took first place
with a “HAM it up?” ad
for Kloster Chiropractic

Clinic. 
The other first place

plaque was for a house ad.
In this ad Wayne’s Tree
Service explained how
using the Pioneer as an
advertising tool helped his
business boom.

Second place was for
the ad for Central Plains
Co-op promoting its annu-
al hog roast and customer
appreciation.

Andrea Wilkinson
placed third in the special
section division.  The
graduation issue entered
by Wilkinson received this
award. 



stated she had not been
told to attend the Sept. 14
meeting and was surprised
to receive a notice that the
city had made a decision
to have the property
demolished as soon as
possible. The consensus of
the council was to proceed
as voted.

The consensus of the
council members was to
give property owners until
Nov. 1 to remove their
personal property.

– Other business at the
meeting consisted of:

– John Ballhorst, a
member of the Golf
Course Advisory Board,
provided copies of an
architect’s preliminary
drawing of the proposed
banquet/restaurant/club-
house and also an aerial
photo showing the pro-
posed location.

Ballhorst stated origi-
nally a 100-foot by 50-
foot building was pro-
posed but that it had been
changed to a 120-foot by
50-foot building at the
suggestion of the architect
with the extra footage to
be used to expand the
kitchen area and for addi-
tional bathrooms.

He reported the facility,
which could be rented for
weddings, meetings, etc.,
would seat 258 and if not
needed sections could be
shut off to save on utili-
ties.

He stated a manager
would be hired for the
restaurant and they would
be responsible for the util-
ities and insurance and the
rent collected would be
given to the city to be
used for maintenance and
improvements.

He reported the current
parking area allows for 90
vehicles and that the city
attorney is checking on
several questions which
have come up.

– Dog problems, inop-
erable vehicles and junk
on South Grant were dis-
cussed.

– Ron Herdt, city
supervisor, was asked to
check and see what the
landfill will charge and
what needs to be separated
on the demolition debris.

– Audit bids submitted
by Adams, Brown, Beran
and Ball and Mapes and
Miller were reviewed. It
was moved by Zierlein,
seconded by Lorenzen and
carried to approve the bid
submitted by Mapes and
Miller.

– Hyman reported she
had not received confirma-
tion that a public nui-
sance/zoning violation had
been received by the prop-
erty owner. She was
instructed to provide the
police department a copy
of the notice for them to
deliver.

– It was moved by
Lorenzen, seconded by
Conaway and carried to
approve the bid of
$1,569.95, submitted by
Tri-Central Office Supply,
for a new council table.

– Correspondence from

the Srader Foundation
Board of Trustees was dis-
cussed by the council
members. 

The board, after toured
the Srader Center, noted
several areas which need
attention including paint-
ing, replacement of ceiling
and light tiles, and
replacement of the walk-
ing track carpet and has
allocated $12,343.00 to be
applied to the aforemen-
tioned projects.

The city, in order to
receive the funds, must
obtain estimates and pro-
vide the same to Shane
McCall, on behalf of the
foundation, within 30 days
of the receipt of the corre-
spondence.

It was moved by
Zierlein, seconded by
Lorenzen and carried to
replace ceiling and light
tiles and paint. It was sug-
gested obtaining prices for
a “rubberized” track car-
pet for the walking track
and using an epoxy paint
which can be washed.

– It was moved by
Zierlein, seconded by
Lorenzen and carried to
retire two Srader Center
bonds each, from the local
banks.

– It was moved by
Lorenzen, seconded by
Fletcher Bolton and car-
ried to approve the con-
tract from Maguire Iron,
Inc., to apply five gallons
of Tneec 63-1500
filler/surfacer to lap seams
in roof and stiffener angles
on shell of the standpipe
at a cost of $4,500.00.
Consensus of the council
was to wait on painting
the outside of the tower.

The next meeting will
be held Thursday, Oct. 12.
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Development’s
Community Facilities
Program is designed to
develop essential communi-
ty facilities for public use in
rural areas. These facilities
include schools, libraries,
courthouses, childcare, hos-
pitals, medical clinics,
assisted living facilities, fire
and rescue facilities and
equipment, police and
emergency vehicles and
services, community cen-
ters, public buildings and
transportation. Grant funds
may be available to assist in
the economic feasibility of
the project. 

Through its Community
Facilities Program, the
Department of Agriculture
is striving to ensure that
such facilities are readily
available to all rural com-
munities. Community
Facilities Programs utilizes
three flexible financial tools
to achieve this goal: the
Community Facilities
Guaranteed Loan Program,
the Community Facilities
Direct Loan Program, and
the Community Facilities
Grant Program. 

During Friday, Sept.
29th’s announcement, State
Director Banks thanked the

Kansas Congressional
Delegation for their contin-
ued support of the Agency’s
Community Facilities
Program, along with the
many other USDA Rural
Development programs.
“Over the past five years
alone, the Agency’s
Community Facilities
Program has assisted
500,000 rural Kansans and
contributing over $24 mil-
lion in added community
development to the
Sunflower State’s economy.
We should all thank our
U.S. Senators and
Representatives for support-

ing this benefit for the
entire State,” remarked
Banks. 

USDA Rural
Development's mission is to
deliver programs in a way
that will support increasing
economic opportunity and
improve the quality of life
of rural residents. As a ven-
ture capital entity, the
Agency provides equity and
technical assistance to
finance and foster growth in
homeownership, business
development, and critical
community and technology
infrastructure in rural
America.
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Discover A
Deal!

If you’re looking for
prices that aren’t

our of orbit, check
the classifieds.

Families on a right
budget can gain
quality bargains

when they shop the
classifieds first.

PO Box 266
201 S. Main

Smith Center,
KS 6697

785-282-3371
Fax

785-282-6383


